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BoarsHead Theater producing  
a new world premiere farce! 

 

October 4, 2006, Lansing, Michigan --- BoarsHead Theater welcomes Paul Slade Smith’s 

world premiere play Unnecessary Farce to the stage as the next production in the theater’s  exciting 

2006-2007 Season.  With one video camera, two beds, seven characters, and eight doors in the mix, 

something wild is bound to happen in this hilarious production, a true comedy with a real American 

flair!  Slade Smith has created a home-town  that everyone can identify with. In Unnecessary Farce a 

prominent city official arrives in a cheap motel room. He’s suspected of embezzling from the town treas-

ury; and he’s supposed to meet with his young female accountant. In the next room, behind a flimsy 

wall,  two rookie cops are trying to catch the meeting on videotape.  But there’s some confusion as to 

who’s in which room.  And who’s being videotaped.  And who’s taken the money.  And who’s hired a 

hit man.  And why the accountant keeps taking off her clothes! 

 

Slade Smith had a good time writing “Farce.” He remarked, “ There was this villain I had in mind when 

I sat down to work. Years ago, I heard about a Mayor in Providence, Rhode Island, who had embezzled 

money from the city and I thought that would make an interesting story!” Slade Smith believes that the 

play further evolved from the fact  that he has seen so many great farces, like Lend Me a Tenor and 

Noises Off.  He continued, “I thought  ‘I could do something like that!’ Theater is where I live and I 

wanted to do a farce that was a contemporary and entirely American piece!”  

 

The first reading of Unnecessary Farce was in the spring of 2004 at Chicago’s Victory Gardens Theater.  

The play took about a year and a half to write, and Slade Smith said, “While I was working on the play, 

what  was really fun was when on tour with Phantom of the Opera, the cast did an “in progress” reading 

of Unnecessary Farce.” Later Slade Smith got a part in the First national tour of Wicked,  and the proc-

ess was repeated with Carol Kane (TAXI) and David Garrison (MARRIED WITH CHILDREN) taking  

 



part in another reading he had. Slade Smith said that these members of the Wicked cast helped him with 

advice on a few changes that he wanted to make, and soon he was sending the script out to be read by 

theaters. Within days of his mailings BHT Artistic Director Kristine Thatcher made an inquiry call about 

including the play in BoarsHead’s 2006-2007 Season.     

 

But Slade Smith hasn’t always been a  playwright. “ It will be great to be back at BoarsHead!” he said. 

“I worked as an actor there in the past. I did Inherit the Wind with John Peakes, as well as doing Comedy 

of Errors. In that production my wife Erin, who was also in the  show, and I got married during the run!”  

Yes, Slade Smith’s wife, Erin Noel Grennan, is also returning to BoarsHead and will play one of the two 

rookie cops in Unnecessary Farce. Grennan will be a big part of the cast in a top-notched company that 

includes the talents of: Doug MacKechnie, Kate Berry, David Girolmo, Jim Wisniewski, and Lansing-

area actor Merrill Wyble, as well as BoarsHead’s own Grand Dame of Theater, Carmen Decker! 

BoarsHead’s own Kristine Thatcher will direct this original work. 
 

Slade Smith confided  that he is quite impressed with Thatcher. “ It is really something for an Artistic 

Director to take a chance on an unknown title and playwright. There are so many theaters that don’t so 

new plays.” He added quietly, “ I appreciate her. [She is also a playwright,] she knows what it’s like to 

have a play and just want someone to read your work.” Thatcher said, “It’s no error Paul’s here. Un-

necesssary Farce is a terrific original comedy!” 

 

Join BoarsHead Theater for Unnecessary Farce (Previews: October 25-36, Opening: Friday, Octo-

ber 27, Closing: November 19, 2006—for more specific production information, please see the in-

formation sheets following this release. Tickets are available now, with group packages at reason-

able rates. Call the Theater Box Office at (517) 484 -7805. Come and experience live theater in 

an intimate setting in the heart of Lansing.  BoarsHead Theater: bringing you the best 

and brightest professional actors and artists from across the nation’s stages.  

 
 

Founded in 1966, the BoarsHead Theater is a fully professional theater belonging to the Theatre Communications Group, the national service 
organization for not-for-profit professional theater. BoarsHead operates under an agreement with the League of Resident Theatres and Actor’s 
Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States. BoarsHead hires directors and choreographers 
who are members of the Society of Stage Directors and Choreographers. Financial assistance for this theater has been provided by the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency; the Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural Affairs (MCACA), a state agency; and The 
Lansing City Council. 
 
 

 
  


