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BoarsHead Managing Director named AATE State Rep 
 

November 10, 2006, Lansing, Michigan --- BoarsHead Theater’s Managing 

Director, Marlene Shelton has been named the new State Representative for Arts and Education 

with The American Alliance for Theatre & Education (AATE.) A national professional 

organization for theatre educators and artists, the AATE serves as a voice for professionals, as 

well as educators who use drama and theatre in the classroom. This organization also promotes 

growing partnerships with policy makers and national institutions as it addresses arts issues with a 

diverse and richly talented membership. 

 

Shelton was honored to be named the Michigan Representative for AATE.   With a 

background as playwright (Old Globe and UCLA), Shelton is also considered an 

expert in arts in education. She was invited by the State Department in 2003 to 

represent the USA at an international conference on Theater and Education in Quito, 

Equador. In addition, Shelton’s work IF THE SHOE FITS, a wonderful educational 

and family production about a young cobbler in the time of William Shakespeare, will be 

remounted this season at BoarsHead. After a critically acclaimed run of IF THE SHOE FITS last 

season, BoarsHead Artistic Director, Kristine Thatcher, was anxious to remount the show again 

this year. Shelton enthusiastically agreed. “With  New York’s Lincoln Center using this play as a 

format for arts in education workshops at BoarsHead again this season, how could we refuse?” 

she said. “After all, this is the year for Shakespeare in the schools!” 

 

Besides her work as BoarsHead Managing Director and playwright, Shelton’s duties as AATE 

representative requires keeping state members informed of programs in theater and education that 



can be developed in their areas. Shelton has spearheaded several partnerships with the Boys & 

Girls Club, YMCA, and Impression 5 to bring theater to the Lansing area students. “The 

partnerships that BoarsHead has established are examples which can be followed in other 

Michigan communities. They demonstrate how one theater can make a difference,” said Shelton. 

An engaging partnerships has been cultivated for AATE this year as Steve Barberio, AATE 

President  has been creating a relationship with TNT in developing “a nationwide drama 

education campaign. TNT’s brand identity, We Know Drama, is the perfect fit with AATE 

because, We Know Drama Education.”(AATE Dialogue; Vol. 06, issue 3) Shelton was taken with 

this possible AATE partnership when she attended a AATE conference in July of this year.  She 

said “This new partnership with TNT is wonderful as it brings national attention from a major 

television network to the importance of theater arts in education. Too often the theater arts are the 

first to be cut from school curriculum. There is a pervading attitude that theater study is only for 

those interested in acting and that is simply not true. Theater provides students the opportunity to 

learn discipline and team work as much as any sports offers. It also provides students the 

opportunity to learn public speaking and the self-assuredness that is necessary in a variety of 

professions. Theater is where all the art forms come together and offer students an outlet for 

artistic expression in such fields as costuming, set design, music, and creative literature.” 

 

Formore information on The American Alliance for Theatre & Education please see their website 

located at: www.aate.com. 

 

 
 

Founded in 1966, theBoarsHead Theater is a fully professional theater belonging to the TheatreCommunications Group, the national 
service organization for not-for-profitprofessional theater. BoarsHead operates under an agreement with the League ofResident 
Theatres and Actor’s Equity Association, the Union of ProfessionalActors and Stage Managers in theUnited States. BoarsHead 
hiresdirectors and choreographers who are members of the Society of Stage Directorsand Choreographers. Financial assistance for 
this theater has been provided bythe National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency; theMichiganCouncil for the Arts and 
Cultural Affairs(MCACA), a state agency; and TheLansingCityCouncil. 
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