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It’s a “Happy” New Year at BoarsHead Theater as 
Director, Actor and Producer Ron West brings his 

hilarious musical to the stage. 
 
January 10, 2007, Lansing, Michigan ---  BoarsHead Theater welcomes 

Second City Alumnus Ron West to the stage to direct the first production of 2007 

“The People vs. Friar Laurence, The Man Who Killed Romeo and Juliet.”  This 

musical spoof of Shakespeare’s classic tale of forbidden love was co-written with 

Phil Swann, songwriter and producer for DreamWorks SKG. 

 

“The People vs. Friar Laurence, The Man Who Killed Romeo and Juliet” is an 

irreverent take on the star-crossed lovers told with musical theater panache.  The play is a 

cross between Second City and MADtv and will appeal to those who prefer their 

Shakespeare saucy rather than stiff-lipped. In this telling of the story, Friar Laurence 

stands accused of the deaths of fair Verona’s sweetheart couple and is ordered to stand 

trial by the Prince. That’s when the fun begins. The play is faithful to Shakespeare’s 

storyline, but full of clever satire, comic romps, sight-gags, jokes and so many references 

from the Shakespeare canon, it’s hard to count. As West noted, “William Shakespeare 



appeared to me in a dream and said, ‘I hate West Side Story.   Do something else with 

Romeo and Juliet.’   It was hard to understand him because of his Elizabethan accent.”  

 

West directed, “The People vs. Friar Laurence, The Man Who Killed Romeo and 

Juliet” in Chicago and was nominated (along with the production) for the prestigious 

Joseph Jefferson award. West and Swann have collaborated on other work as well.  West 

remarked, “Phil and I have also written ‘Shakespeare’s Greatest Hits’, ‘deLEARious’, 

and a musical adaptation of Neil Simon's ‘Fools.’  I made music and script contributions 

to ‘Sex and The Second City’ and ‘Disgruntled Employee Handbook’ which I also 

directed.” West frequently directs for Second City. His talents, in addition to writing and 

directing, will be on display here as he will be playing the role of Lord Capulet in the 

BoarsHead production of, “The People vs. Friar Laurence.”  

 

West has appeared in several films and  television shows, such as: “Malcolm in the 

Middle”, “The King of Queens” and” Third Rock From the Sun.”  He was a performer in 

“Whose Line Is It Anyway?” where he also served as a consultant.  West recently worked 

as an Executive Producer for the film “Coming Attractions”, which is currently in post-

production. 

 

When she first arrived at BoarsHead, Artistic Director Kristine Thatcher knew she 

wanted West to work at the Theater. She remarked, “Ever since I saw ‘Friar Laurence’ 

at Chicago Shakespeare Theatre I loved it.  I was the voice coach on the production and 

couldn't wait to see it over and over…Bawdy, politically incorrect. . .  and the artists who 

are coming in are some of the best comics in the country.” 

 

The cast of Farce includes: Ron West (Lord Capulet), Bruce Green (Friar Laurence, who 

played the same role in the original Chicago production), Jason Richards (Romeo), 

Nathan Hosner (Prince),Lauren Creel (Juliet), Jonathan Wagner (Mercutio),  Sharriese 

Hamilton (Benvolio), Charissa Armon (Lady Capulet),  and Nathaniel Nose (Tybalt). 

BoarsHead patrons will remember Jason Richards and Sharriese Hamilton from the 2006 



summer hit “The All Night Strut!” John Dale Smith, who was the Musical Director for 

“The All Night Strut!,” will be the accompanist for “Friar Laurence.” 

 

Start the New Year with some side-splitting laughter and rollicking good fun!   “The 

People vs. Friar Laurence, The Man Who Killed Romeo and Juliet” at the 

BoarsHead Theater (Previews: January 31-February 1, 2007.) Opening: Friday, January 

2, 2007 and closing Sunday, February 25, 2007, tickets are available now, with group 

packages at reasonable rates. Call the BoarsHead Box Office at (517) 484 -7805. Come and 

experience live theater in an intimate setting in the heart of Lansing.  BoarsHead 

Theater: bringing you the best and brightest professional actors and artists from 

across the nation’s stages.  
 

Founded in 1966, the BoarsHead Theater is a fully professional theater belonging to the Theatre Communications Group, the national 
service organization for not-for-profit professional theater. BoarsHead operates under an agreement with the League of Resident 
Theatres and Actor’s Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States. BoarsHead hires 
directors and choreographers who are members of the Society of Stage Directors and Choreographers. Financial assistance for this 
theater has been provided by the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency; the Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural 
Affairs (MCACA), a state agency; and The Lansing City Council. 
 
                                                                                     
“The People vs. Friar Laurence,  
The Man Who Killed Romeo and Juliet” 
 
CAST INFORMATION 
 
Lord Capulet                          Ron West* 
Friar Laurence                       Bruce Green* 
Prince                                      Nate Hosner* 
Romeo                                    Jason Richards* 
Juliet                                       Lauren Creel^ 
Mercutio                                 Jonathan Wagner^ 
Benvolio                                 Sharriese Hamilton^ 
Lady Capulet                          Charissa Armon^ 
Tybalt                                     Nathaniel Nose^ 
 

* = Members of Actors’ Equity Association 
^ = Actors’ Equity Membership candidate 
 
 



PRODUCTION INFORMATION 
 
Playwrights                             Ron West* & Phil Swann 
Director                                  Ron West* 
Music Director                       John Dale Smith 
Production Manager 
   & Technical Director          Nicole Broughton 
Production Stage Manager   Jonathan Courtemanche* 
Scenic Designer                     Nicole Broughton 
Costume Designer                 Corey Globke 
Properties Designer               Patricia A. York 
Lighting Designer                  Jeremy Winchester 
 

* = Members of Actors’ Equity Association 
^ = Actors’ Equity Membership candidate 

 
PERFORMANCE & TICKET INFORMATION 
 
WHERE 
BoarsHead Theater is located at The Center for the Arts, 425 S. Grand Avenue, in 
downtown Lansing.  Free parking is available.  
 
DATES 
Previews: January 31- February 25, 2007 
Opening: FRIDAY, February 2, 2007 
Closing: February 25, 2007 
 
PERFORMANCE TIMES 
Previews: 7:00 PM 
Wednesdays – Thursdays: 7:00 PM 
Fridays-Saturdays: 8:00 PM 
Third Thursdays* & Sunday Matinees: 2:00 PM 
* Please Note that for the Third Thursday Matinees , if the BoarsHead lot is full,  
patrons may park FREE OF CHARGE in the Michigan Banker’s Association parking lot, 
directly across the street from the Theater. 
 
TICKETS 
Preview Performances: Wednesday & Thursday – Adults $25, Seniors $19 
Wednesday/Thursday/Sunday Matinees – A $30, S $25 
Third Thursday Matinees – A $25, S $18 
Fridays & Saturdays – A $37, S $28 
Opening Fridays with Afterglow – A $40, S $30 
College Students, all shows  – $17 
High School Students, all shows – $ 13 
Please note there is a Non-refundable service charge of $1.75 for all credit charge and 
check purchases. 



 
BOX OFFICE 
Tuesdays- Saturdays, 12:00 – 6:00 PM, Extended hours on performance days. 
Call (517) 484-7805 to charge by phone, or visit the BoarsHead Box Office located in the 
lobby of The Center for the Arts, 425 S. Grand Avenue. 
 
TICKETS ONLINE 
Tickets may be purchased 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at: www.boarshead.org. There 
are a limited number of tickets available online. Unfortunately, this service may not be 
used in conjunction with any coupons, gift certificates, or comps. 
Please note that there is a $2.75 service charge per ticket order. 
 
RUSH TICKETS 
Provided the house has not been sold out and there are tickets available, Rush Tickets 
may be purchased ten-minutes prior to curtain for any scheduled performance. 
 
INFORMATION 
Please phone (517) 484-7805, Tuesdays-Saturdays from 12:00 – 6:00 PM 
 
ACCESSIBILITY OPTIONS 
 
SIGN LANGUAGE 
Our performance on Friday, February 16, at 7:00 PM will be presented with American 
Sign Language interpretation. Please contact the Administrative Office at (517) 484-
7800, x. 104 if you have any questions regarding our signed performances. 
 
LISTENING ASSIST SYSTEMS 
Personal assistance listening devices are available for our theater patrons. Prior 
reservations are requested. Please contact us at the Box Office (517) 484-7805 
(Tuesdays-Saturdays 12:00-6:00 PM), or online at: boxoffice@boarshead.org 
 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESS 
The Center for the Arts is a fully accessible facility to all our patrons. Please contact the 
Box Office (517) 484-7805 (Tuesdays-Saturdays 12:00-6:00 PM) if you have any 
questions regarding accessibility.    
 
 PERFORMANCE GEMS 
 
TALK BACKS 
Post-performance discussions with cast and crew follow selected performances. Talk 
Backs for this production are scheduled for Sunday, February 4 directly following the 
performance, and Thursday, February 15, after the evening performance. 
 
AFTERGLOW 
An Opening Night Afterglow party will follow the performance on Friday, February 2, 
2007. 


