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Coming in February: BoarsHead’s
“Theater for Young Audiences’

Court-Martial at Fort Devens
By Jeffrey Sweet

January 26, 2007, Lansing, Michigan --- In February of 2007, BoarsHead

Theater will produce the Michigan premiere of Jeffrey Sweet’s new play Court-Martial
at Fort Devens. This play is a part of BoarsHead’s ‘Theater for Young Audiences’ family

production program.

Court-Martial at Fort Devens is based upon real events occurring during World War 11.
A group of young African-American women enlisted in the military and served their time
in basic training. They were promised their commissions in the Army’s nursing corps —
what they received instead was something that they had never bargained for. The battle
they must contend with is a personal one. These brave women, who refuse to accept less
than they deserve, assist the heroic lawyer who champions their cause with the help of

First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt.

Amidst his other writing projects, playwright Sweet has spent almost twenty years

working on this play. Sweet noted, “Back in the 1980s, | stumbled across a two-



paragraph article from a 1945 newspaper that got me hooked on the story. There was an
outline that read “4 Colored WACS to be Tried for Mutiny,” and | wanted to read more
and find out what happened. Every time | found out another detail, the story got better,
so | kept digging and learning more. The story just got more dramatic and inspiring.

Playwrights pray to have the luck of finding stories this good to tell.”

Lamont Clegg, Education Director for BoarsHead Theater, and the Director of Court-
Martial at Fort Devens, appreciates what Sweet has done with Court-Martial, and
Clegg’s had a very fulfilling time working on the play. “The research Jeffrey has done is
extraordinary,” said Clegg. “Jeffrey has been so respectful of the characters in this work.
We’re getting new script pages daily. He and | are in contact every few days, and he talks
with me about these changes. | love having those conversations with him and watching

the play grow.”

It also seems that the actors Clegg has cast are also truly embracing the production.
Featured are: Tiffany Mitchenor as Ginny Boyd, along with ensemble members Liz
Goodson and Rob Grabowski (both of BoarsHead’s Second Company), Markitwia
Jackson, Jennifer Kitchen, Kenneth Ray Nelson, Jr., Monica Sanders and Naomi C.
Thomas. “This cast is young and very astute,” remarked Clegg. “They are a pleasure to
work with.” I believe Court-Martial will be an excellent show for Lansing audiences.
And, of course, I’m having a blast working with the designers on all the aspects of the
show, from the set to the lights to the costumes.” Clegg finished by saying, “Jeffrey feels
that he is the custodian of the story, and | feel the same way. | — we all — must do justice
to the real events that inspired this play. We must be true to the story and the characters
and not sensationalize or sentimentalize them. The audience should make their own
decision about what these women did. And we have an obligation, as a theater, to tell the

story in the best way we can.”

Founded in 1966, the BoarsHead Theater is a fully professional theater belonging to the Theatre Communications Group, the national
service organization for not-for-profit professional theater. BoarsHead operates under an agreement with the League of Resident
Theatres and Actor’s Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States. BoarsHead hires
directors and choreographers who are members of the Society of Stage Directors and Choreographers. Financial assistance for this
theater has been provided by the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency, the Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural
Affairs (MCACA), a state agency,; and The Lansing City Council.



“Court-Martial at Fort Devens”

CAST INFORMATION

Ginny Boyd..........ooo Titfany Mitchenor
White Man...........oooeeesee Rob Grabowski®
White Woman.............cooocs Liz Goodson®
Black Woman ... Monica Sanders
Black Woman 2. Jennifer Kitchen
Black Woman 3. Naomi C. Thomas
BlackMan ... Markitwia Jackson
BlackMan 2. Kenneth Ray Nelson, Jr.

* = Members of Actors’ Equity Association
AN = Actors’ Equity Membership candidate

PRODUCTION INFORMATION

Playwrights Jeffrey Sweet
Director Lamont E. Clegg
Production Manager

& Technical Director Nicole Broughton
Production Stage Manager Jonathan Courtemanche*
Assistant Stage Manager Justin McClure
Production Assistant Christina
Scenic Designer Nicole Broughton
Costume Designer Holly Speers
Properties Designer Michelle Raymond

* = Members of Actors’ Equity Association
AN = Actors’ Equity Membership candidate

PERFORMANCE & TICKET INFORMATION

WHERE
BoarsHead Theater is located at The Center for the Arts, 425 S. Grand Avenue, in
downtown Lansing. Free parking is available.

DATES
Performance Run: Saturdays, February 10, 17 & 24, 2007



PUBLIC PERFORMANCE TIMES
Saturdays at 2:00 PM

TICKETS
Adults & Seniors: $10.00
Students - $7.00

BOX OFFICE

Tuesdays- Saturdays, 12:00 — 6:00 PM, Extended hours on performance days.

Call (517) 484-7805 to charge by phone, or visit the BoarsHead Box Office located in the
lobby of The Center for the Arts, 425 S. Grand Avenue.

TICKETS ONLINE

Tickets may be purchased 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at: www.boarshead.org. There
are a limited number of tickets available online. Unfortunately, this service may not be
used in conjunction with any coupons, gift certificates, or comps.

Please note that there is a $2.75 service charge per ticket order.

INFORMATION
Please phone (517) 484-7805, Tuesdays-Saturdays from 12:00 — 6:00 PM

ACCESSIBILITY OPTIONS

LISTENING ASSIST SYSTEMS

Personal assistance listening devices are available for our theater patrons. Prior
reservations are requested. Please contact us at the Box Office (517) 484-7805
(Tuesdays-Saturdays 12:00-6:00 PM), or online at: boxoffice@boarshead.org

WHEELCHAIR ACCESS

The Center for the Arts is a fully accessible facility to all our patrons. Please contact the
Box Office (517) 484-7805 (Tuesdays-Saturdays 12:00-6:00 PM) if you have any
questions regarding accessibility.

PERFORMANCE GEMS

TALK BACKS
Post-performance discussions with cast and crew follow selected performances. Talk
Backs for this production are scheduled to follow all Family performances.
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