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BoarsHead Theater receives support for
Education Program

February 16, 2007, Lansing, Michigan --- BoarsHead Theater is pleased to

announce the receipt of two separate grants in support of their arts in education program,
one from the Thoman Foundation and one from the Michigan Council for Arts and

Cultural Affairs (MCACA).

BoarsHead Theater has received a $30,000 grant from the W.B. and Candace Thoman
Foundation in support of its Shakespeare in the Schools project. This grant will support
the production of If The Shoe Fits by Marlene Shelton, a play that introduces Shakespeare
to young audiences. The grant will also support classroom workshops and after school
activities to enrich the study of Romeo and Juliet which is part of the Michigan high
school core curriculum. Students will have the opportunity to become familiar with the
genius of Shakespeare’s language as well applying their own creativity to re-imaging

scenes from his classic love stories.



BoarsHead Theater Managing Director, Marlene Shelton stated that “BoarsHead is very
proud to have been awarded this grant; the study of Shakespeare is a natural for teaching
artists. In England, more and more schools are taking the study of Shakespeare out of the
English departments and into theater because his plays were meant to be performed, to be
heard, rather than to be read. BoarsHead’s objective is to enhance the study of
Shakespeare and give teachers the tools to approach the subject through theater.” The
Lincoln Center in New York City will be sending teaching artists to facilitate integrating
the play, If The Shoe Fits into a classroom project through workshops with Lansing area
teachers. The Thoman Foundation’s generosity in supporting this program is truly

noteworthy and BoarsHead is extremely grateful.

The Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural Affairs, (MCACA) consists of a 15-
member council that has been appointed by the governor with the express purpose of
assisting non-profit organizations throughout Michigan in developing and enriching the
arts in their communities. BoarsHead Theater is considered an Anchor organization and
this year’s funding will help underwrite the cost of the Shakespeare in the Schools
project. BoarsHead’s Second Company will have the opportunity to work with, and
perform as, teaching artists, spending time in the classroom leading workshops and

inviting students to watch them in rehearsal for the Shakespeare play.

Funding from government and private resources are a necessity for educational outreach
programs to continue to exist. BoarsHead is very grateful for these two grants that

benefit’s the young people of greater Lansing.

Founded in 1966, the BoarsHead Theater is a fully professional theater belonging to the Theatre Communications Group, the national
service organization for not-for-profit professional theater. BoarsHead operates under an agreement with the League of Resident
Theatres and Actor’s Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States. BoarsHead hires
directors and choreographers who are members of the Society of Stage Directors and Choreographers. Financial assistance for this
theater has been provided by the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency, the Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural
Affairs (MCACA), a state agency,; and The Lansing City Council.
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