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Kristine Thatcher’s 

VOICE OF GOOD HOPE 
 next BoarsHead production 

 
March 7, 2007, Lansing, Michigan --- Theater Artistic Director, Kristine Thatcher 

brings a very personal touch to the next production of 2007. Playing in March (March 14- April 

8, 2007) is Voice of Good Hope, both written and directed by Thatcher. Voice of Good Hope is 

the last production of the 2006-2007 Stages of the Law Series sponsored by The Thomas M. 

Cooley Law School. 

 

This production examines the life and times of Barbara Charline Jordan, an unlikely American 

hero.  Born into poverty in a Houston ghetto, she rose to fame through her commitment to equal 

rights and an unwavering faith in the Constitution. She was the first African-American woman to 

serve as Senator from Texas.  The play focuses on several revealing moments in her remarkable 

life and how she brought a nation torn apart by scandal and civil unrest to believe that justice 

would prevail during the Nixon-Watergate investigation. 

 

As a playwright, Thatcher has been a long-time fan of Barbara Jordan. Thatcher spent several 

years working on Voice of Good Hope, which first premiered to critical acclaim at the Victory 



Gardens Theatre in Chicago. When asked about writing this play, Thatcher said, “The day 

Barbara Jordan died, I felt a loss that was out of proportion to the handful of times I heard her 

speak.  But  then I realized, after I heard her speak at the impeachment hearings for Richard 

Nixon in ‘72, and after she delivered the keynote address to the DNC in ‘76, I was a Jordan 

junkie.  When she died, I wanted to find out more about her.  The best way to do that, I figured, 

was to research her life and write a play about her.” 

 

Thatcher’s cast for Voice of Good Hope includes television and stage actress Patricia Idlette, 

playing Barbara Jordan, as well as Equity actors: Cassaundra Freeman (from BHT’s Moonglow, 

last season),  Gary Houston, Laural Merlington (a regular on the BHT stage during the Richard 

Thomsen/ John Peakes days), and Dexter Zollicoffer, with local area actresses, Laura Croff & 

Danielle Mitchell. 

 

See Voice of Good Hope at the BoarsHead Theater (Previews: March 14-15, 2007.) Opening: 

Friday, March 16, 2007 and Closing Sunday, April 8, 2007. Tickets are available now, with 

group packages at reasonable rates. Call the BoarsHead Box Office at (517) 484 -7805. 

Come and experience live theater in an intimate setting in the heart of Lansing.  BoarsHead 

Theater: bringing you the best and brightest professional actors and artists from across the 

nation’s stages.  

 
 

Founded in 1966, the BoarsHead Theater is a fully professional theater belonging to the Theatre Communications Group, the national 
service organization for not-for-profit professional theater. BoarsHead operates under an agreement with the League of Resident 
Theatres and Actor’s Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States. BoarsHead hires 
directors and choreographers who are members of the Society of Stage Directors and Choreographers. Financial assistance for this 
theater has been provided by the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency; the Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural 
Affairs (MCACA), a state agency; and The Lansing City Council. 
 
 
                                                                                     
“Voice of Good Hope” 
 
CAST INFORMATION 
Laura Croff ^                            Karen Woodruff               
Cassaundra Freeman*               Julie Dunn 
Gary Houston*                         Robert Strauss 
Patricia Idlette*                         Barbara Jordan 
Laural Merlington*                    Nancy Earl 
Danielle Mitchell^                      Heart 
Dexter Zollicoffer*                    Ed Patten 



 
* = Members of Actors’ Equity Association 
^ = Actors’ Equity Membership candidate 
 
 

PRODUCTION INFORMATION 
 
Playwright                               Kristine Thatcher* 
Director                                  Kristine Thatcher* 
Production Manager 
   & Technical Director          Nicole Broughton 
Production Stage Manager   Jonathan Courtemanche* 
Scenic Designer                     Christopher Carothers 
Costume Designer                 Holly Speers 
Properties Designer               Patricia A. York 
Lighting Designer                  Jesse Klug 
Sound Designer                      Jonathan T. Sage 
 

* = Members of Actors’ Equity Association 
^ = Actors’ Equity Membership candidate 

 
PERFORMANCE & TICKET INFORMATION 
 
WHERE 
BoarsHead Theater is located at The Center for the Arts, 425 S. Grand Avenue, in 
downtown Lansing.  Free parking is available.  
 
DATES 
Previews: March 14-15, 2007 
Opening: FRIDAY, March 16, 2007 
Closing: April 8, 2007 (Easter Day) 
 
PERFORMANCE TIMES 
Previews: 7:00 PM 
Wednesdays – Thursdays: 7:00 PM 
Fridays-Saturdays: 8:00 PM 
Third Thursdays* & Sunday Matinees: 2:00 PM 
* Please Note that for the Third Thursday Matinees , if the BoarsHead lot is full,  
patrons may park FREE OF CHARGE in the Michigan Banker’s Association parking lot, 
directly across the street from the Theater. 
Our thanks to the Michigan Banker’s Association for their support during Third Thursday 
productions. 
 
TICKETS 

VOICE OF GOOD HOPE 
 Prices , Season 2006-2007 

Preview 
Peformances 
Wed/Thur 

Wed & Thur 
Sun Matinees 

Third 
Thurs 
Matinees Fri/Sat Opening Fri 



Adults $20.00 $25.00 $20.00 $32.00 $35.00 
Seniors $14.00 $20.00 $13.00 $23.00 $25.00 
College $12.00 $12.00 $12.00 $12.00 $12.00 
High School $8.00 $8.00 $8.00 $8.00 $8.00 
Please note there is a Non-refundable service charge of $1.75 for all credit charge 
purchases. There is no longer a charge for check purchases. 
 
BOX OFFICE 
Tuesdays- Saturdays, 12:00 – 6:00 PM, Extended hours on performance days. 
Call (517) 484-7805 to charge by phone, or visit the BoarsHead Box Office located in the 
lobby of The Center for the Arts, 425 S. Grand Avenue. 
 
TICKETS ONLINE 
Tickets may be purchased 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at: www.boarshead.org. There 
are a limited number of tickets available online. Unfortunately, this service may not be 
used in conjunction with any coupons, gift certificates, or comps. 
Please note that there is a $2.75 service charge per ticket order. 
 
RUSH TICKETS 
Provided the house has not been sold out and there are tickets available, Rush Tickets 
may be purchased ten-minutes prior to curtain for any scheduled performance. 
 
INFORMATION 
Please phone (517) 484-7805, Tuesdays-Saturdays from 12:00 – 6:00 PM 
 
 
ACCESSIBILITY OPTIONS 
 
SIGN LANGUAGE 
Our performance on Friday, March 30, at 7:00 PM will be presented with American Sign 
Language interpretation. Please contact the Administrative Office at (517) 484-7800, x. 
104 if you have any questions regarding our signed performances. 
 
LISTENING ASSIST SYSTEMS 
Personal assistance listening devices are available for our theater patrons. Prior 
reservations are requested. Please contact us at the Box Office (517) 484-7805 
(Tuesdays-Saturdays 12:00-6:00 PM), or online at: boxoffice@boarshead.org 
 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESS 
The Center for the Arts is a fully accessible facility to all our patrons. Please contact the 
Box Office (517) 484-7805 (Tuesdays-Saturdays 12:00-6:00 PM) if you have any 
questions regarding accessibility.    
 
 
 PERFORMANCE GEMS 
 
TALK BACKS 



Post-performance discussions with cast and crew follow selected performances. Talk 
Backs for this production are scheduled for Sunday, March 18 directly following the 
performance, and Thursday, March 29, after the evening performance. 
 
AFTERGLOW 
An Opening Night Afterglow party will follow the performance on Friday, March 16, 
2007. 
 

### 
 


